
Even during the cold of winter, insects and diseases may lurk in your garden, 
ready to wreak havoc as soon as the first warm days of spring appear! 
Fortunately, there are treatments that can control these pests/diseases before 
they can do damage to your trees.   

Natural horticultural oils/ dormant oils are incredibly useful for insect control 
– insects are one of the primary ways in which diseases are transmitted to 
trees and shrubs, and they themselves can cause significant damage. 
Dormant oil acts by smothering out dormant insect eggs or insects in their 
most vulnerable life stages, and by disrupting the waxy cuticle surrounding 
insect exoskeletons. Dormant oil combined with a fungicide is a very 
effective way to treat many insect pests, such as scale insects, aphids, 
adelgids, sawflies, true bugs, and mites, as well as preventing fungal diseases, 
such as leaf spots, powdery mildew, and other foliar fungal infections, from re-
infecting new buds. This superior combination spray even helps to eliminate 
existing insect and disease afflictions.

In plant biology, “dormant” refers to that time of the year when the plants drop 
their leaves and are not actively growing, often in order to become more 
tolerant of environmental stress. All deciduous plants drop their leaves, and 
all perennial plants in this region, even conifers, undergo dormancy to prepare 
for our cold, long winters. Dormant sprays refer to sprays that are applied 
before leaves appear, as leaves are just emerging, or before temperatures are 
too warm, when plants are leaving their state of dormancy. Dormant sprays 
are applied in the early spring for this reason.  

Dormant spraying is a very effective preventative measure to control 
insects and diseases that afflict the plants in your yard. This first spray 
of the season is a crucial component of prevention, and thus a great benefit to 
your trees for the remainder of the season. In the event only one treatment 
per year can be applied, it should be the Dormant Oil & Fungicide 
treatment.  

Simple Definition of DECIDUOUS: having leaves that fall off every year 

Simple Definition of CONIFER(OUS); having leaves that are green all year 
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